January 24, 2005



The Honorable Arlen Specter, Chairman

Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Services and Education

United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Specter:

On behalf of the board of directors of the National Eosinophilia Myalgia Syndrome Network (NEMSN), I want to thank you for including language in H.R. 4818, the omnibus FY2005 appropriations bill, urging the National Institutes of Health and others to pursue research into the causes and treatments of immune-mediated diseases. Inclusion of this language will give us an opportunity to follow up on previous efforts to exhort NIH and others to explore in greater depth the rare and often neglected immune-mediated diseases, such as Eosinophilia Myalgia Syndrome (EMS). Language included in the FY2003 omnibus appropriations measure culminated in the first workshop in nearly a decade on EMS that was conducted in October, 2004.

The language is also very important because it directs NIH, as it goes through its various and varied grant project award processes, to give special attention to proposals that address EMS and EMS-like diseases. And, it puts the Congress as well as NEMSN in a position to monitor activities in this area. 

I am very much aware of the time that can transpire from the date of enactment of an omnibus appropriations bill to the date of any action on recommended language. In that regard, given it took two years for NIH and us to put together the previously mentioned workshop, please consider this an initial request to have the same language you inserted into H.R. 4818 included in the FY2006 appropriations bill for Labor, Health and Human Services and Education.

Thank you very much for your attention to this critical matter. The NEMSN Board of Directors is very hopeful that your efforts will lead to progress in the treatment of and further research into EMS and EMS-like disease.

Respectfully,

Sharron Lobaugh

President, NEMSN

